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John Cooper, an associ-
ate at the Institute of
School and Parish
Development, a national
development consulting
firm, has helped many
institutions across the
country by successfully
linking faith to the actions
of enrolling in a Catholic
school.

Cooper started working
with schools in the Tristate
in October 2005, and has
since presented seminars
and met with school and
diocesan officials. Recently,
Cooper has branched out
and started working with
schools in Illinois,
Tennessee, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, and West
Virginia.

The Community Press
was able to speak with
Cooper about his outlook on
enrollment in the Cincinnati
area.

Cooper

Q: What is your favorite part of

your job?

A: | love assisting Catholic
schools in their enrollment and
marketing efforts because | believe
that | am helping them show par-
ents just how life changing the gift

of a Catholic school can be for their

children.

Q: How would you describe
the Catholic schools within the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati?

A: Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese represent one of the
greatest ministerial efforts within
the church. The opportunity that
Catholic schools throughout the
Archdiocese have to positively
impact children in their faith is
greater than anyone realizes.

Q: In your opinion, what is the
importance of a Catholic educa-
tion?

A: To answer this question, |
look to the rescue of people like
Father Andrew Greeley. His
research over the years has shown
the following about Catholic
schools.

1. Catholic school students out-

perform students from other educa-

tional systems academically, even
when social economic indicators
are taken into account.

2. The main influence of this
success is the social network creat-
ed in Catholic schools (a collabora-
tive community effort that facili-
tates shared values).

3. The Catholic faith is best
shared in the context of this social
network. In other words, faith is
not only taught in our schools, but
it is caught in them as well.

Culture, family atmosphere enhance learning
opportunities with St. Ursula Academy

St. Ursula Academy is a
college preparatory, second-
ary Catholic high school for
girls grades 9-12.

Located in East Walnut
Hills, the Academy draws
students from the entire
Greater Cincinnati area to its
location where education is
enhanced by community cul-
ture including the Cincinnati
Art Museum, Playhouse in
the Park, and Krohn
Conservatory.

In the Academy’s unique
blend of tradition and change
the students are not only
challenged academically, but
are nurtured in a warm, lov-
ing family atmosphere where

they are encouraged to grow
spiritually and are prepared
to take their place in family,
Church and society.

Over the past several
years, 100 percent of the stu-
dents graduated and attend-
ed colleges.

In Class of 2007, 20 seniors
(13 percent) were honored by
the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation. In
Class of 2006, 83 merited
nearly $12,000 million in col-
lege scholarships.

The athletic teams have
won 16 state championships
since 1990, and one national
championship.

The vocal ensemble was

invited to perform four times
at Carnegie Hall; and the
ensemble theater was chosen
twice to represent the U.S. at
the Fringe Festival in
Scotland.

New this year is the One-
to-One Tablet PC Program
for all teachers and incoming
freshmen to use 24/7 in and
out of the classroom. The
lightweight Tablets use pen-
based technology, and elimi-
nate the need for school sup-
plies and textbooks.

For more information
about St. Ursula Academy
call 961-3410.

Q: For many schools, this is a
time of declining enrollment. How
do you think schools can attract
more students to enroll?

A: Catholic schools must change
direction.

They must employ best business
practices in conveying the full ben-
efits of a Catholic school education
one family at a time. An education
in a Catholic school is a transform-
ing experience.

Parents, students, and alumni of
Catholic schools know this best. A
comprehensive marketing approach
that includes technology must be in
place to fully present this message.

Q: What are the biggest chal-
lenges for Catholic schools in
areas of little or no growth?

A: It is a challenge for Catholic
schools in areas where population
is declining and where the people
who remain there struggle finan-

<|ds In school Q&A with John Cooper

cially. Within the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, the CISE (Catholic
Inner-city Schools Education Fund)
program in the inner-city is an
example of how to address this
problem and keep Catholic schools
open. CISE raises funds so that
those who live in these love-income
areas can afford a Catholic school
education.

Q: How do you feel about
being able to help Catholic
schools is this community set
enrollment goals?

A: | feel very optimistic about
the future of Catholic schools. |
have faith that Catholic schools in
the community will rise to the chal-
lenges ahead. However, the enroll-
ment work ahead must be rooted in
strategic thinking.

Catholic elementary and high
schools are most strategic when
they think outside the box.
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